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tions. The consensus of opinion was that, whenever the enemy
was met, the fight should "be to the finish. Every advantage was
to be followed up relentlessly. No rest was to be given to the
enemy, for as long as he could retreat the battalion could be
counted upon to pursue; every blow was to be pressed home or
followed by one of greater power. In fine, it was decided to
make war upon the foe after the most approved modern methods
and to spare nothing that could be reached by shot, shell, fire or
sword.

The ships were informed of this decision. The pickets were
called in as the first golden streaks of dawn shot upward in the
skies on that morning of June llth. The battalion took up its
line of march over the road back of the forts, throwing a strong
picket force on its left flank to clear the woods and guard
against surprise from the foe in this direction. The roads were
so narrow and bad that the battalion in column of fours was
obliged to have the sappers and miners re'move obstacles from
its passage. As had been surmised would be the case, the bat-
talion fell upon the second fort, known as the Marine Redoubt,
and afterward as Fort Monocacy, about 6.30 A. M., after a furious
bombardment by that vessel. The enemy's surprise was com-
plete and his retreat so precipitate that the morning breakfast
was found to have been left boiling in the stew-pots. Short work
was made in dismounting the guns. Fire was then set to all build-
ings used for military purposes in or about this fort. This fire
later in the day unfortunately reached and destroyed an entire
village lying to the north of this fort.

Remembering that celerity of movement when operating
against these slow-going Eastern nations would demoralize and
confound them quite as much as a battle, the line of march in
the same order was taken up without loss of time for the main
citadel, named Fort du Coude, at the elbow of the river above,
distant several miles. This march was through a dense under-
growth, over steep hills and across morasses which had to be
corduroyed to gain higher ground away from the river. After
a tedious march in intensely hot weather, under a burning sun,
on emerging into clearer ground the enemy was discovered in
force on our left and front. The battalion was thrown forward
into line by Lieutenant Commander Casey and a strong skirmishS. N. C.
